io8                HENRY HOWARD: THE EARL OF SURREY
This city is one of the largest in Christendom, its extent being
nearly a league. I did not see a house in London in which mer-
chandise was not sold. . . . There are over two hundred and fifty
parish churches. . . . The Tower of London is a very strong for-
tress. . . . We saw four lions, very large and fierce, and two
leopards, confined within wooden railings. In another part of the
city we saw seven bears, some of them of great size. They are led
out every day into an inclosure [at Paris Garden on the Bankside,
Southwark], where being tied with a long rope, large and intrepid
dogs are thrown to them in order that they may bite and make
them furious. It is not bad sport to see them fight, and the assaults
they give each other. To each of the large bears are matched three
or four dogs, which sometimes get the better, and sometimes are
worsted, for besides the fierceness and great strength of the bears
to defend themselves with their teeth, they hug the dogs with their
paws so tightly that unless the masters come to assist them they
would be strangled by such soft embraces. Into the same place
they brought a pony with an ape fastened on its back, and to see
the animal kicking amongst the dogs, with the screams of the ape,
beholding the curs hanging from the ears and neck of the pony, is
very laughable. A river runs through London, one of the largest I
have ever seen. It is not possible, in my opinion, that a more
beautiful river should exist in the world, for the city stands on
each side of it, and innumerable boats, vessels, and other craft are
seen moving on the stream. . . . The bridge on this river is the
finest I ever beheld, or have heard of; nor do I believe its equal is
to be found. It crosses from one part of the city to the other,
which is divided by water. There are twenty wide arches, and the
whole of the bridge (which is of great length) forms a beautiful
street, with houses of tradesmen built on either side of it. Never
did I see a river so thickly covered with swans as this.21
After the Duke of Najera had been in London several days,
the English King returned to Westminster to give him an
audience on 17 February. On that date Surrey and the Earl of
Essex, brother of Queen Catherine Parr, "came to dine with
the Duke and accompany him to the King." Immediately
after the dinner the Duke, attended by "some Spanish gentle-
men who were resident in London," was led by Surrey and
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